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11. What was the cause of the accident
When you answer this question, don’t forget that you have to prove fault on the part of the railroad.  Make sure you tell the railroad about this.  Some examples of railroad negligence include:

Defective/ unsafe equipment:  A door that sticks, a switch that hangs up or is not lubricated properly, a defective locomotive seat are all examples of unsafe equipment.

Working conditions / Work area:  Generally, your accident was caused or contributed to by your working conditions: working in an awkward position, work that is too strenuous or undermanned (short-handed), poor lighting / footing / excessive working time – all these things can generally contribute to cause an accident.

Any fault on your part reduces your recovery or can eliminate it entirely.
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12. Was the accident caused by defects in tools or equipment?
Check “Yes”.   If you check “no”, you just gave away part of your case.   Remember, you must prove the railroad did something wrong.
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13. If the answer was yes, describe.
Tools:   In most cases, the equipment was either improper, too heavy or awkward, not ergonomic, home-made but required by the supervisor, or broken.   Make sure you tell the railroad about this.




